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 ‘CONFERENCE WEEK’ REWRITES BOOK 
           Lorbeck, Neugebauer, Lawson, Garland, Vollmer 

 
Hello Again…The “Collegiate Conference 

Weekend,” with 42 meets and 465 athletes 

lacing ‘em up, did not disappoint CE fans. At 

both NCAA D-I and D-II levels there was a 

rewriting of national qualifying lists. Half (8 

of 16) D-I qualifying marks were posted 

within a 3-hour window on Saturday, Feb. 

29th. And, at D-I, it is not over since a pair of 

conference affairs (Big East and Southland)  

will not finish until after we go to press. In all 

more than 100 new 5000+ efforts were 

dispatched, a significant figure since there 

were only 96 such scores in US meets in all of 

the current year (the 8 previous weeks of 

2020). Keeping track was an effort. 

 At the D-II level again, one-half of 

this year’s national qualifiers (7 of 14), found 

their way onto the books in Saturday’s league 

meets. The NCAA D-III schools still have 

another week of qualifying while the NAIA 

nationals will begin late this week. 

 Eye-opening marks, led by a pair of 

Germans, surfaced from five D-I league meets 

on Feb 28-29. At the Big 12 affair in Ames, 

Iowa Texas freshman Leo Neugebauer 

(Leinfeldene-Echterdingen, GER) prevailed 

by 57 points over Estonian Kristo 

Simulask(Haapsalu, EST)/ Oklahoma, (5848 

– 5791). Both marks were PRs. In Seattle 

Oregon sophomore Max Vollmer (Ulm, GER) 

had an easy time nailing a 5843 PR win at the 

Mountain Pacific meet. Cal soph Hakim 

McMorris (Santa Ana, CA) came up just 

short. Although his 5631 was a career best he  

 

A pair of Germans, freshman Leo Neugebauer /Texas (l) 

and soph Max Vollmer/Oregon (r) posted the nation’s top 

collegiate scores last weekend in winning the Big 12 and 

Mountain Pacific meets. 

 

ended the weekend in 17th (only 16 are invited 

to the nationals) on the D-I qualifying list.  

 At the big 10 meeting in Geneva, OH 

consistent Wisconsin senior Zach Lorbeck 

(Green Bay, WI) used a monster 1st day (3490 

points) to run up a nifty 5833 total yet left 

another 70 on the track as he cruised the 1k in 

just over 3 minutes. The much-improved 

Purdue soph Isaiah Martin (Barnhart, MO)    

got a 5631 qualifier for 3rd and Iowa showed 

considerable depth picking up 2-4-5 from 

Will Daniels (Geneseo, IL) and under-

classmen Peyton Haack (Westfield, IN) and 

Austin West (Iowa City, IA). 

 In College Station Georgia’s red-shirt 

freshman Kyle Garland (Germantown, PA)   

used high jump skills to turn back Arkansas’s 

Markus Ballangee (Moneta, VA), a Liberty U 

transfer 5856-5706. The latter’s teammate, 

Tyler Brendel (Granite Bay, CA), was not as 



lucky. His 3rd place 5626 effort left him five 

points shy of a national qualifier. He was 14th 

in Birmingham a year ago while at Cal. 

Big scores and major meets wins were provided by Zack 

Lorbeck/Wisconsin (l), Kyle Garland/Georgia (c) and TJ 

Lawson/Kent St (r) at the Big Ten, SEC and MAC meets 

respectivelly.  

 

Shot and vault skills propelled Cincinnati 

soph Damien Berthenet (5693 PR-               

Bron, Rhone-Alpes, France) to a 300 point 

win at the American Conference in 

Birmingham. At the Mid-American meet in 

Akron, Kent senior TJ Lawson (Stow, OH), 

who already had a safe qualifying score, was 

500 point winner (5723). 

 A trio of D-II leagues afforded big 

scores. Augustana’s Tyl Woelber (Pipestone, 

MN) was the Northern Sun Conference victor 

(5357) in Mankato, MN. Central Missouri’s 

Trey Miller, a soph (Clinton, MO) easily 

handled the MIAA meet in Pittsburgh, KS 

(5488) while Colorado Mine’s senior Connor 

McLean (Highlands Ranch, CO) captured the 

Rocky Mountain meet in Colorado Springs 

with a fine 5481 endeavor. 

 Perhaps the most impressive efforts 

came via athletes from Wisconsin-Eau Claire 

at the state inter-collegiates (WIAC) in 

Oshkosh. Predictably senior favorite Dylan 

Cooper (Holmen, WI) prevailed with a PR 

5441 score, leading a 1-2-3 sweep. (5411-

5183-5157). But the Blugolds weren’t done. 

They also claimed 7th, 8th, 9th, 14th, 17th , all 

with solid scores. 7 of the 8 PR’d. From a 

performance standpoint, there is nothing ‘D-

III’ about Eau Claire. 

 NCAA D-III qualifying continues for 

another week.  
There were three notable take-outs 

from the weekend. In terms of quantity, CE  

 

Central Missouri soph Trey Miller (l) and Eau Clair 

senior Dylan Cooper (r) had the week’s top D-II and D-

III totals. 

 

fields (also noticeable on the women’s side) 

are getting larger. Seven heptathlon fields 

started 15 or more entrants. There appears to 

be a growing interest in CEs. Second, the 

quality of the performances has also 

improved. The final NCAA D-I qualifying 

score (5631) is 80 points higher than a year 

ago. At D-II it is 24 points higher. 

Finally, and not to harp on the point, 

the number of foreign CEers, is also up. At D-

I more than half of this year’s national 

qualifiers (9 of 16) are foreign athletes.  

Details for all meets are contained in 

the separately posted Results Page. For the 

coming weekend, the NAIA (Brookings, SD)    

and NJCAA (Lynchburg, VA) nationals are 

on tap. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


