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NIXON & BEACH ARE SKYWALKERS  
Youngsters Sandwich Hardee on 1

st
 Day at USA 

 

Hello Again….the first day of 28
th

 

annual USA indoor national CE 

meet at the Albuquerque 

Convention Center saw more spectators (400 

during the final 1
st
 day event) than the 

combined attendance of the last 4 USA indoor 

CE nationals. And the reason? A great field 

that included: the Olympic decathlon silver 

medalist, two former USA indoor champions 

who had won five previous titles; the last two 

NCAA champions and the current world 

junior decathlon kingpin. And it didn’t hurt 

that a pair of the contestants (Curtis Beach 

and Dan Gooris) were Albuquerque natives 

who attracted a large contingent of family and 

friends. And it sure was exciting. 

 But the real story were the first day 

scores fashioned by Arkansas red-shirt 

Gunnar Nixon, 20, Edmond, OK, and Curtis 

Beach, 22, Albuquerque, a Duke red-shirt. 

Nixon’s eye-opening 3527 points is 59 up on 

his own PR of 6022 score a year ago which 

still stands as the world junior record. He 

stands 122 points up on Trey Hardee at the 

break. Yet just as impressive is the 3318 four 

event score for Beach, last year’s NCAA 

champ, because it is 68 up on his 6138 

performance at Nampa last year. The crowd 

was buzzing about the USA youth movement 

and debating whether Nixon, a rangy 6-3½ 

and bulked up 178 pounds, can hold off 

Beach’s 2
nd

 day charge which includes 

legendary 1000 meter skills. Day two will be 

much anticipated and one can only think of  
 

A pair of former prep/junior stars,Gunnar Nixon (left) 

and Curtis Beach (right) were the buzz at the USA Indoor 

Heptathlon in Albuquerque. 

 

what may happen a year from now at the 

NCAA I indoor champs when both return to 

collegiate eligibilty and the meet is held at the 

Albuquerque Convention Center.  

Almost overlooked was the fine first 

day marks for Hardee (3405) and nearly 32 

year old Ryan Harlan who stands a single 

digit behind Beach.  It was quite a day. 

 Here’s the first day story: 

 

 

 

28
th

 USA Indoor Heptathlon 

Convention Center 

Albuquerque, NM 

March 1-2, 2013 

 

60 meters:  [11:50 & 11:55 am] 

 The first of two races (seeded) was 

eye-opening and Nixon, running tall and 



smoothly,  simply blew away the field. Flash 

Results instantly flashed his clocking of 6.86 

seconds, a PR by a 23 hundreths and Nixon 

let out a whoop that told the story. 

Comebacking Jake Arnold, a 3x winner here, 

also PR’d at 7.10 seconds.  

 The 2
nd

 race contained the faster 

seeded runners and 2x IAAF world outdoor 

champ Trey Hardee looked smooth in 

winning 6.77 seconds, .06 off his career best 

and a new meet record by .01 second. Former 

record co-holder Dan O’Brien, in attendance 

here, went looking for John Chaplin to re-read 

the photo. Only kidding. Texas redshirt senior 

Isaac Murphy, was 2
nd

 in 6.88 seconds, a 

lifetime best as well. Only one dissapointment 

here: Moss, the 2011 NCAA indoor champ 

from Clemson, who had strained a hamstring 

a week earlier in training, backed off and 

cruised along in 7.15 seconds. He would 

simply walk thru the rest of ther day’s events 

protecting himself for the outdoor campaign. 

After One: Hard 966, Nixo 933, Murp 925, Youn 865. 

Long Jump:  [12:34 – 1:14 pm] 

 Nixon fouled on his first attempt on 

the raised runway and Moss took a deliberate 

foul then passed two more trys. Trey Hardee 

led a lackluster first round at 7.19m/23-7¼. 

But Nixon woke up the event with a near PR 

7.43m/24-4¼ leap to lead off round #2 and 

took the overall lead. Beach’s 7.37m/24-2½ 

and Murphy’s nifty 7.40m/24-3¼ were 

notable but Hardee did not improve. Nixon 

matched his 7.42m leap in round three and 

Hardee retook the overall lead with a 

7.34m/24-1 effort. 
After Two: Hard 1862, Nixo 1847, Murp 1835, Beac 

1740. 

Shot Put: [2:00-2:31  pm] 

 The shot often becomes a slumber 

event but not so here. Moss led off with a  

13.42m/44-½ toss in an event that has always 

bedeviled him. Hardee popped 14.77m/48-5½ 

(retaking the overall lead) but Harlans’s 

15.36m/50-4¾ was clearly well below 

expectations. Then Nixon, using all that 

leverage, skyed a one foot PR, 14.27m/46-10 

the really livened the contest. 

 Round #2 was more of the same. 

Throwing in the north-east corner of the 

Convention Center, Moss pushed the 16lb ball 

a whooping 14.34m/47-¼, almost a two foot 

career best. Minutes later Harlan nailed a PR 

of his own, 16.82m/55-2¼, just missing (by 

6cm) the American record set by LSU‘s 

Bruce Reid  24 years ago. Then Beach PR’d 

at 12.90m/42-4. He too has struggled at this 

event. 

 Round #3 saw several deliberate foot-

faults, fair marks for Aaron Young and Terry 

Prentice, both of whom went to the throwing 

circle without a mark, and Curtis Beach 

PRing again, this time to 13.07m/42-10¾. 

Don’t underestimate any youngster who 

tosses 13 meters…it’s where Ashton Eaton 

was two years ago.  

 This was getting inerteresting b/c 

Hardee, Nixon, Beach and Harlan were all 

putting up fine totals. 
After Three:  Hard 2638, Nixo 2592, Murp 2494, Harl 

2439. 

High Jump:  [3:20-5:03  pm] 

 This must be the season of the High 

Jump, given recent records by Jeremy Taiwo 

(2.25m/7-4½) and Derek Drouin (2.30m/7-

6½). I counted over 400 spectators at this 

point. By the time the bar had advanced to 

2.05m/6-8¾ five jumpers still remained. 

Nixon and former Arkansas teammate Terry 

Prentice cleared on their first attempt, Harlan 

made it on his second and Beach, for the 3
rd

 

time, scraped over on a 3
rd

 try. So too did 24 

year old Corbin Duer, ex CP-SLO star, for a 

new career best. Prentice and Duer were 

dropped at 2.08m/6-9¾, but surprisingly, 

Beach nailed it on his first attempt for another 

event PR and too Harlan rattled the bar but it 

stayed up on his 3
rd

 try. Nixon was having no 

problems, getting 1.93m, 1.99m, 2.05m, and 

2.08m easy as you please. He has the 

smoothest and most consistent approach of 

any American multi high jumper. He then 

skied 2.11m/6-11 and one could only wonder 



if the spirit of celebrated local author Tony 

Hillerman was in the house.  

Hillerman died in Albuquerque in 

2008. Author of numerous novels of New 

Mexico Native Americans (e.g. Skinwalkers, 

A Thief of Time, The Shape Shifter) one could 

only speculate what he thought of this new 

breed of skywalkers. And what a scene 

2.11m/6-11 was. Again Nixon skied over 

after a miss by Beach. Harlan felt he could go 

no higher but he stayed in the middle of the 

event to use his allotted two minutes, and then 

took a deliberate miss to give Beach more 

time for his 2
nd

 jump. And on his 2
nd

 try 

Beach was clear! The crowd erupted. Then 

Harlan passed his 3
rd

 attempt and went to the 

next bar, 2.14m/7-¼ and took his allotted time  

again to give Beach more rest time.  He 

deserves the meet’s sportsmanship award, 

Nixon was over on his first try while 

Beach had one fine effort before retiring after 

19 jumps, a meet record. Watching was meet 

referee Rex Harvey who once took 21 vault 

attempts at an AAU national decathlon. 

On his first try at 2.17m/7-1½ Nixon 

was over the bar and in the pit beginning his 

celebration when the bar trickled off the 

standards. His last two effort were less than 

optimal and the event ended, after 103 

minutes, 107 attempts, 48 clearance and 3 PR 

efforts. Nixon had literally leaped to the 

overall lead which now stretched to 122 

points over Hardee and 209 over Beach  

setting up an anticipated second day. 
After Four: Nixo 3527, Hard 3405, Beac 3318, Harl 

3317. 

First Day Results: 
3/1-2 28th USA indoor Natioanl Champs, Convention 

Center, Albuquerque, NM 

3527 Nixon, Gunnar/unat 6,86 742 1427 214 

3405 Hardee, Trey/Nike  6.77 734 1477 196 

3318 Beach, Curtis/unat  7.13 737 1307 211 

3317 Harlan, Ryan/unat  7.12 650 1682 208 

3243 Prentice, Terry/unat 7.08 714 1341 205 

3181   Murphy, Isaac/unat  6.88 740 1286 187 

3104 Arnold, Jake/Asics  7.10 655 1486 196 

2989 Duer, Corbin/unat  7.40 669 1277 205 

2882 Young, Aaron/Shocker TC 7.05 667 1264 181 

2876 Gooris, Dan/unat  7.43 662 1356 190 

2293 Moss, Miller/unat  7.15 nm  1434 190 

 

 
 


