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   IT’S CONFERENCE CHAMPS TIME  
            German Hanssler is Top “American” 

 

Hello Again…. Confused about college 

leagues. I am. Formerly known as the Big 

East Conference, ‘The American’ sports a 

number of new members that are located 

nowhere near the eastern part of the nation 

including the University of Memphis (on the 

Mississippii River).  

One Memphis Tiger, German 

decathlete Luis Hanssler, 21, Ratingen, took a 

commanding 400 point rain hampered 1st day 

lead over defending Big East champ Jesse 

Chapman, Conneticut, and subsequently won 

the newly constituted “The American 

Conference”with the week’s top score,7430  

points, in Tampa, FL. Defending champ Jesse 

Chapman/UConn was 2nd at 7031. 

Generally the weather was favorable 

nationwide for the 32 (!) decathlon meets, all 

but four being conference title affairs. At the 

NAIA level Oklahoma Christian soph won 

the NCCAA meet in Rome, GA with a 6428 

score and Jacob Connealy/Benedictine(KS) 

was the Heart of America victor with 6376. 

In the NCAA D-III front Stout senior 

Zach Anderson (6895) and Eau Claire junior 

Brandon Zarnoth (6677) waged yet another 

high scoring war at the WIAC in Oshkosh. 

Whitewater junior Stephen Sousa was 3rd at 

6570. All will be near the top of the D-III 

leader board. 

 St. Thomas senior Maxwell Dunne 

was the Minnesota Intercollegiate champ 

(6561). MIT soph Adrian Samsel (6472) won 

the New England  D-III affair in Springfield,  

 
Luis Hanssler/ 

Memphis soph, 

Ratingen, GER, was 

the victor the “The 

American” meet in 

Tampa with a career 

best 7430 score. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MA while Quentin Austin/Carthage College 

(6429) bested the field at the CCIW meet in 

Naperville, IL. 

 Elizabethtown senior Brian Layng 

(6357) won at the Mid-Atlantic meet in 

Chester, PA. 

On the D-II scene, a pair of juniors 

won mid-week meets. Nathan Hancock 

/Minn-Mankato (6664) was the Northern Sun 

league champ in Aberdeen, SD and Cody 

Thomas/Alaska-Anchorage (6617) won the 

Great Northwest meet in Ellensburg, WA. 

Saginaw Valley senior Tyler Grob 

(6940) prevailed at the Great Lakes 

Intercollegiates in Geneva, OH and UC-San 

Diego frosh Dan Golubovic (6898) was 

victorious at the CCCA meet at home. Over 

the weekend Matt Rich, (6747) a junior at 

TAMU-Commerce was an upset winner at the 

Lone Star Conference meet in Kingsville, TX.  



The major news was found at the deep 

Mid-America (MIAA) [ed note: as opposed to 

the Mid-American D-I league] conference 

meet in Jefferson City. Soph Payson Maydew/ 

Emporia St nudged up his PR to 7207 for the 

win. Central Missouri soph Blake Seitz added 

(6972) more than 400 points to his career best 

for second and early leader Dillon Schrodt/ 

Nebraska-Kearney junior was third (6932). 

Eight eastern D-I mid-majors held 

championship affairs with Hanssler’s 7430 

effort most notable. Winners were determined 

at Patriot League, America East, Atlantic 10, 

Ohio Valley, Horizon. MEAC and Colonial 

AA. In all 32 meets were conducted during 

the first weekend of May, and 306 decathletes 

toed the starting line. Yet this is but a prelude 

to two more weeks of conference meets. 35 

more meets (including all of the majors) are 

scheduled for the next two weeks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emporia State’s Payson Maydew (left) , Pratt, KS, and 

Central Missouri’s Blake Seitz(right), Napoleon, MO, led 

all finishers at the MIAA meet.  


